Management Tips for Alturas

Plant characteristics that may impact management:
1. Moderate number of eyes on small to medium-sized tubers

2. High tuber number, set on long stolons

3. Significant delay in tuber set under high N conditions

4. Large, indeterminate vine, accompanied by a large root system

5. Late maturity

6. Exceptionally high yield potential

7. Shows resistance to all common potato herbicides

8. Resistant to net necrosis

9. Resistant to Verticillium wilt and early blight

10. Susceptible to late blight

11. Medium tuber dormancy

Management strategies:

Seed cutting and planting:

1. Cut seed 1.5 to 2.5 oz size

2. Plant 5-7 in deep

3. Plant 13-15 inches apart on a 36 inch row

4. Provide a broad, shallow hill to minimize greening

Fertility:

1. Use 50-60% of N typically used for Russet Burbank (120-160 units/A in eastern and central Idaho, including residual from the previous year)

2. Apply 1/3 of N at planting, the remainder prior to July 20

3. Petiole nitrate-nitrogen concentrations should start at 15,000 – 20,000 ppm prior to tuber set, then consistently decline to a level <6,000 ppm 2 to 3 weeks prior to vine kill.

4. Apply other nutrients as required by soil testing

Irrigation:

1. Maintain soil moisture at 60-80% throughout the season

2. Expect to apply more water than is typically required by Russet Burbank, especially early and late in the season

3. The increased demand can be met using more frequent applications or greater amounts during each irrigation, as long as the maximum available capacity is not exceeded

Weed control:

1. Use good-early season weed control practices

2. Include any combination of the best herbicides to control common weeds

Disease control:

1. Plant only certified seed

2. Use prescribed late blight control methods

Vine-kill and Storage:

1. Unless intended for green dig, kill vines, preferably mechanically or with acid, three weeks prior to harvest

2. Store seed at 38-40(F as late into the spring as possible

3. Store at 40-43(F if intended for dehydration

4. Store at 44-46(F if intended for french frying

5. Apply sprout inhibitor by early December if planning long-term storage

